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REMARKS 

Claims 7-12 are pending in the application. Applicants acknowledge with 
appreciation the withdrawal of the previous rejection under 35 USC §112, first 
paragraph. 

/. REJECTIONS OF CLAIMS 7-12 UNDER 35 USC §103(a) 

Claims 7-10 stand rejected under 35 USC §103(a) based on Kawase in view of 
Van et a/. Claims 7-12 stand rejected under 35 USC §1 03(a) based on Kawase in view 
of Van et at. and Inui et al. Withdrawal of each of the rejections Is respectfully 
requested for at least the following reasons. 

Claims 7 and 10 were previously amended to recite that "the second beam trace 
further comprises at least one data region in a track adjacent to the first beam trace". 
Support for the amendment was found, for example, at page 27, line 31 to page 28, line 
26, in reference to Figs, 6B and 6C. Because of such feature, it becomes possible to 
easily produce an optical disk master having an improved recording density efficiency. 
(See, e.g.. Spec, p. 8, In. 32 to p. 9, In. 6). 

The Examiner rejects claims 7-12 based primarily on Kawase in view of Van et 
ai However, the Examiner does not describe how the teachings of the references are 
combined so as to result in a second beam trace comprising a data region in a track 
adjacent to the first beam trace as recited in amended claims 7 and 10. Thus, 
applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner has not set forth a sufficient prima 
facie basis for the obviousness-type rejection* 

In order for a rejection to be proper under 35 USC §103(a), the Examiner must 
set forth a prima facie basis for the rejection. The Examiner has not described how the 
teachings of the respective references are found to include the claimed second beam 
trace comprising a data region In a track adjacent to the first beam trace as recited in 
amended claims 7 and 10. Nor has the Examiner described any basis for combining 
such non-described features. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully 
requested on such basis alone. 
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Kawase teaches that a clock groove is formed by a laser beam deflected radially 
from the disk with a small pitch in such a manner that a number of clock pits overlap 
one another, thus forming the clock groove. In this case, the disk is subject to multiple 
exposure. (See, e.g., Col. 5, Ins. 6-9). 

Van et a/, describes a two-beam master cutting system where exposed areas 
24a with a narrower width than the exposed areas 24 and 25 on the header of the 
master plate are formed. (See, e,g. f Fig. 8 and Col. 6, In. 45 to Col. 7, In. 22), 

Kawase fails to teach or suggest Ihe second beam trace comprises a data 
region in a track adjacent to the first beam trace". 

Similarly, Van et ai fails to teach or suggest "the second beam trace comprises a 
data region In a track adjacent to the first beam trace". Van et ai only describes 
formation of guide grooves 1 p and formation of pit latent images that correspond to the 
header of the optical memory. 

As previously stated, the Examiner fails to explain how the above-discussed 
feature is taught by the references. Also, it is unclear how such feature could be 
obtained from a combination of the references. Therefore, the rejection must be 
withdrawn. 

Furthermore, the applicants reemphasize that the one beam of the present 
invention produces not only the first beam trace, but also the second beam trace. This 
is totally different from the cited references for the reasons previously described. 

Withdrawal of the rejections is therefore respectfully requested. 

IIL CONCLUSION 

Accordingly, claims 7-12 are believed to be allowable and the application is 
believed to be in condition for allowance. A prompt action to such end is earnestly 
solicited. 

Should the Examiner feel that a telephone interview would be helpful to facilitate 
favorable prosecution of the above-identified application, the Examiner is invited to 
contact the undersigned at the telephone number provided below. 
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Should a petition for an extension of time be necessary for the timely reply to the 
outstanding Office Action (or if such a petition has been made and an additional 
extension is necessary), petition is hereby made and the Commissioner is authorized tft 
charge any fees (including additional claim fees) to Deposit Account No. 18-0988. 



The Keith Building 
1621 Euclid Avenue 
Nineteenth Floor 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 
(216)621-1113 



Respectfully submitted, 




Mark D. Saralino 
Registration No, 34,243 




C:\QEN\YAMA\y5mgp5^.©me.wpd 



Page 4 of 4 



PAGE4/4^ RCVD AT 10/7/20O4 5:47:11 PM [Eastern Dayflght Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 s DNIS:8729306 * CSH):216 621 6165 ^ DURATION (mm-ss):0146 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES . 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCED) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: ; ; 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



